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_rh Iﬁnng the dream. | love it!" Shelly Dally exclaims, arms in
,d'!e air. She's happily planted behind the counter of Dwell, a
fresh home décor store on North 21st Street in Tacoma that's
celebrating its one-year anniversary.

“What excites me, the thing | like the best, is the people.” she
says. " You know, meeting them, being part of their lives. | see the same
people every day when I'm here.”

As if to prove her point, the bell over the door tinkles sweetly
and two women bustle in. Exclamations of praise explode from their
mouths as soon as they notice Dally and the new items that have
appeared on the shelves since their last visit. She blushes slightly,
asking them how they've been."Oh, you know,” one of them says,
“We're just visiting our favorite store!”

Dally and part-owner Cindy Hickly, both Tacomans, began
brainstorming once they realized they shared the dream of Dwell.
Tentative research began, and addiction to the idea was almost
instant. They, and many others, were hooked. April Donato, a
contributing artist, recently joined them as part-owner. She's a
testimony to Dwell's appeal.

“It's about creating that third place,” Dally said, counting on her
fingers. "First home, then work, then Dwell.”
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